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Upland cotton ginned in the United States from the 1973 crop contained a large proportion of high quality cotton, 
according to the Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Ma tke t tap, Pervice. Grade 31 and higher White grades ac- 
counted for nearly a fifth of total ginnings, the largest proportion in Six years. Cotton in the lengths 34 and 

longer made up three-fifths of the 1973 crop. This season's supply “Of! cotton stapling 34,and longer totaled 9.8 

million bales compared with 10.6 million a year earlier. Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 mike category represented 

84 percent of the 1973 crop against 78 percent a year ago. Fiber strength averaged 85,000 pounds per square inch 
compared with 84,000 pounds last season. Cotton ginned from the 1973 crop totaled 12,596,000 running bales com- 

pared with 13,267,000 bales from the 1972 crop. 


Grades. The 1973 upland crop contained 2.3 million bales of cotton in the White grades 31 and above. This is 
equivalent to 18 percent of total ginnings, the largest percentage in these higher grades since the 1967-68 sea- 
son. Grade 41, the predominant grade, accounted for 39 percent of this season's ginnings compared with 32 per- 
cent last season. The percentage of total ginnings in the White grades - 75 percent - was the highest in 14 
years. Twenty-two percent of ginnings was in the Light Spotted grades, down from 24 percent a year ago. The 
Spotted grades comprised two percent of ginnings, the smallest percentage since the 1963-64 season. The grade 
index of the 1973 crop was 92.2 (grade 31=100) compared with 89.2 a year earlier. 


Staples. Ginnings of the staples 34 and longer totaled 7.6 million bales, equivalent to 61 percent of the 1973 
‘ upland cotton crop. This compares with 65 percent in these medium and longer staples a year ago. Fifteen per- 
cent of total ginnings was in the two lengths 32 and 33 compared with 19 percent a year earlier. The staples 31 
and shorter comprised 24 percent of ginnings, up from the 16 percent in these shorter staples last season. The 
average staple of the 1973 crop was 33.3 thirty-seconds inches against 33.5 thirty-seconds for the 1972 crop. 


Upland supply. This season's supply of upland cotton (August 1, 1973 carryover plus 1973 ginnings) totaled 16.4 
million running bales. This is the largest supply since the 1968-69 season and compares with last season's sup-, 
ply of 16.3 million bales. This season's supply of cotton in the White grades 31 and above totaled 2.6 million 
bales, up sharply from last year's supply of 1.7 million bales. Supplies of the White grades 40 and 41, combined, 
were 6.1 million bales against 5.5 million a year earlier. This season's supply of Light Spotted cotton was 3.5 
million bales compared with 3.7 million last season. Spotted and other Colored grades totaled 1.1 million, down 
from last year's supply of 1.6 million bales. The staple distribution indicates that this year's supply of cot- 
ton stapling 34 and longer totaled 9.8 million bales, down 0.8 million bales from last season. Supplies in the 
lengths 33 and shorter were 6.6 million bales, up from the 5.7 million bales in these lengths a year earlier. 


Table 1. Upland cotton in the United States, ginnings and supply, 
by staple groupings, 1969-1973 
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Serang oS 


32nd inches 
34 and 35 






Season 





All 
staple 


t 2 
beetnni pe Shorter than 3 


August 1 






Quantity 





1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
bales Percent bales Percent bales Percent bales Percent bales 
Ginnings 
1969 1,684 7, 1,590 16 5,893 60 693 v 9,860 
1970 202. 20 1,541 15 5, 773 58 720 F/) 10),055 
1971 1,846 18 843 8 5,854 58 1,590 16 10\,133 
1972 2,158 16 2,464 19 7,554 57 998 8 13 ,174 
1973 1/ 3,008 24 1,919 15 6 ,830 55 761 6 12,518 
Supply 
1969 2,906 15 2nO FL 18 9,210 57 W,0c0 10 As) AOy/ 
1970 2,350 15 2,542 16 9,516 61 1,283 8 15,691 
1971 2,134 1 iooe 9 8,821 62 25023 14 4a t/ 
1972 27,856 18 2,886 18 9,257 56 1,324 8 NOnses 
Lose 3,840 2S 2,730 19 8,797 54 1,014 6 16 ,381 


1/ Preliminary. 
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Table 9. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
this season and last season, by states 1/ 












Grade reductions 


| Bark | Other causes | Total reductions 
1973 ° 1972 1973 1972 1973 1972 





State 





1973 
North Carolina 10.9 11.9 : 0.9 rar Oey 10.9 12.9 
South Carolina 1358 11.6 tea Ons s > 15,0 1189 
Georgia 5.4 Se6 Os7 2.6 * * Ot 6.4 
Florida Ola, 263 On2 26 Oi Orel 7.0 5.0) 
Alabama Fhesh 6.4 OFS 0.4 * On? 8.1 6.9 
Mississippi 6.9 a7 2.4 134 0.1 : 9.4 Tse 
Tennessee 7760 veo 1.9 On, = * 8.9 G3 
Missouri a0 1.4 eS 0.3 On 1 : * 2.4 17 
Arkansas 4.6 3.0 0.9 OFS @)gal * Die) 363 
Louisiana 4.1 Se V6 WA * Diet| 4.5 
Oklahoma 0.8 O85 Sindk tee * - 5.9 12a 7 
Texas merle 1 0.6 20.9 9.3 * O.1 22.0 10.0 
New Mexico TS 123 10.3 pr 614.43 nal Oat D167 6.2 
Arizona 6 0) Sr. 4.5 Ooal O) at 9.8 0 
California 4.0 Bac 1.4 0.4 * (sak 5.4 Si57/ 
Other 6.9 5.9 0.8 0.4 - - That 6n3 
United States 3.9 7, Oe 8.0 4.4 * Oa 11.9 due) 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 10. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple ay 











Grade 


After January 31 
and 


Total crop 









Staple 
Bales Bales Pet. Pct. Bales Bales Pct. Pet. 
1 (10) “ . - a . - = - 
2 (20) - - - - 153 27213 0.2 eac 
3 (30) 54 74 1.4 2.0 Tsooo 37 ,053 6.1} 47.3 
4 (40) 156 473 4.4 12.9 33,672 26,147 365.) } eae. 
5 (50) S32 333 1532 9.1 34,137 4,702 36 .3 6.0 
6 (60) 339 229 9.6 6.3 10 ,252 1,348 10.9 et 
7 (70) 574 565 16.3001 5<5 3,147 2,538 3.4 Bec 
8 (80) 782 1,009 22 42), a7 .6 2 ,388 2 ,889 on cy 
9 (90) 630 722 17.9. lee 13333 1,140 1.4 Ages) 
10 (00) 460 249 ise 6.8 1,000 426 Ved 7.5 
Total 3,524 3,654 100,08 100.07 99937867 78,456 100.0 100.0 
Staple Code (32nd inches) 
40 and shorter 78 15 Zee 0.4 244 Sil Ons Oren 
42 2,144 2,361 60.8 64.7 5,743 7,249 Boa 9.2 
44 1,268 1,258 36.0 34.4 84,501 67 ,816 90.0 86.4 
46 34 20 140 0.5 3,379 3,340 <i) 4.3 
48 and longer | - - - - - - - - 
Total 3,524 3,654 100.0 100.0 93 ,867 78,456 100.0 100.0 





i/ Data for current season are preliminary. 


Table 11. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginned 
in the United States, this season and last season, by states ty 









State 






Readings wi hrtecrai eet anger 
1973 1972 1973 1972 
Percent Percent Percent Percent 

2.4 and below - OF] - OFZ - * 
25D * OS Ov! O:2 - * * OFA 
26 0.4 0.7 @.2 0.4 * O72 Re 0.4 
Aish aXe) Wee OES One Of Ve Ose: ORS 0.8 
2.8 abet 2.9 0.5 Diet On On 0.9 cae 
2.9 Sigd: Bail. 1.0 Ce Ose iS 1.4 Zeal: 
Seu Seid 4.8 1.9 3.0 0.6 PS Bieih, 3.4 
eSreck 1 Ses 4.1 O33 1.0 Sic So 4.2 
Se aed: 555 5.8 8.9 2.0 4.7 S26 Sic 
Seo 9.5 Died 9.2 6.7 Cred, eye 5.9 50 
3.4 115 ies 14.7 ae Sec 8.3 ae Boi 
Sise NA ots! 8.4 14.3 10.4 pas 9.3 102 9.0 
3.6 11.9 9.6 Ge 9.7 Acie 3 a3 2 10.8 
Sr, 8.4 9.3 12.0 S30 12.8 We 1730 10.9 
3.60 6.9 lla7 Wig ll Bev, 15.4 133 4 WS 
3.9 Sarl 7.0 oo ‘ays 14.3 10.8 9.2 9.0 
4.0 Ceo iets Zee 5.9 elie e Th Taub Ties 
4.1 elon! 4.2 eo Oy, oes 4.9 4.9 4.6 
4.2 0) Shes 0 Zino Biel Zin Sie nod 
4.3 0.4 del: O55 0.6 ene Lee es Ved 
4.4 0,1 0.8 On2 Lee 0.8 O23 Oss ORD 
4.5 - OCs Ors OFS Gmc Oe O'S: Orne 
4.6 - = = = 0.1 = 
4.7 : ; O.1 2 : 3 
4.8 - - - - * = * - 
4.9 - - - - - - = = 


5.0 and above - - - = a = = ey 


Total 100 .O 100 ,O 100 .O 100 .O 100 .O 100 .O 100 .0 100 .O 


Average mike 3.4 SAO Sa See See S60) SEO S20 


a 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 


~ KO 


Table 12. Percentage distribution of upland cotton by specified grades, 
by seasons, 1962-1973 1/ 


Grade Season 

Code _| 1962 1972 _| 1973 
White: Pet. Pet. Pet. Pct. Pct. Pct. Pet, Pet. Pot. Pet. Pct. Pct. 
S.M. (21) 
and higher ee Dyer ls ens, Con 1.3 2 ae tve ls O35 OFS Ons 0.2 OFS 
Me+ (30)}-—--0.3——- 0:3 —-072-*-- 02 * * * ———s * + * 
M. (sins? 23.5 24tpete7o.6 18 7aeeiess 16:8 Sareés4e 14.4 944.47 1207 by. ~ Wal) 
S.L.M.+ (40) 1.6 ees, 1.4 1 Te 1.3 V5 Ly 0.8 1.4 ae 5 
S.U.M. (41) = 26.1- 827.8. "S1.1 “SiGi 2626 “Soar 72 38.5") 38.0) a 4e eee ser aoe Uo 
L.M.+ (50) 2,0 2.4 2.6 2.4 1.9 1e7 2.0 V7 132 Tee 5 1.4 
LiMaee (51) 8.2 8.5 1.4 tls .° Fie 7560 11.667 12.6 lve 16,00se4 215-6 
and lower 
Light Spotted: 
S.M. (22) 
and higher 15 eS O.7 0.5 0.3 ov4* 0.2 O.1 * * * * 
M. (32) @s&i.2° Seto <2 G.8  Wt4) lee she 9.3 5.1 9.1 wor Cai 1D 
S.L.M. (42) 12.3 Ceo 9.7 299 15:36 11545 .12.298419-9 913.6 13.679" 15.7 @e0.6 
L.M. (52) 3.63 1.9 2.9 245 4.5 Si3=, 2.9 5.5 4,6 105% Bee 4.1 
Spotted: 2.8 1.6 Seo 2.4 8.7 eae 2.9 S.7 ool ype 5.4 1.8 


Other Colored 2/ 2.0 1.8 24 2 4 Cra esee Ne 2.8 ayer ed Seal 0.7 


Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 “100.0 . 100.0 





1/ Data for 1973 are preliminary. 
2/ Includes Below Grade. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 13. Percentage distribution of upland cotton by specified staples, 
by seasons, 1962-1973 1/ 


Staple Code Season 


32nd_inches 1962 1973 


Pet. PCiur. BCG. PCte Pcie Pere Pete EC ite Pet. Pct. PCitis Pitts 


26 and shorter - * O)oal Ons Ost Ore! * * Ont * Ot . a 

28 0.4 eS een 0.7 1.0 0.6 On. lee 0.4 0.6 O's 0.2 
29 4.9 ies 54 Ons 6.8 4.6 svat 4.2 Seo Seo rece 1.9 
30 ESO 12.9 1O.S De) 14.5 10.6 ie ® 6.4 10.4 9.1 Orel! 9.7 
Sal Sot Sree Ceo 4.3 4.6 ies 6.9 Sen eo Sel 9.0 12.2 
32 Deo 4.8 Sel 4.7 S) As} Des Be: 5.0 See Sel! Sie, 8.6 
33 19.4 230 23.8 19.2 Se Qo ff sigs) 10.5 TOs! Ses i(0)5@) 6.7 
34 34.6 Sew 34.1 34.0 34.8 Zoe 26.0 Shi, 0) S/O 2De0 Siew 22.3 
S35 11.9 ies tes 2S 16.8 ZoreO 26.4 28.9 19.9 BereS elects Z2OnS 
36 and longer Zeo CleS 2.9 2.9 4.1 10.2 16.8 6.9 Piel! TSO a= ®odk 
Total 100.08 100.0)" 1007.0. 1005 OF 10020781000 SOOO me O07 Om OOF Ome OOL Cm TOO, OmmTOOr ©) 


1/ Data for 1973 are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 14. Cotton: Grade index, by states, United States, 5-year averages, 1938-72 and by seasons, 
1970-1973 1/ 





ear _ averag 
ve fafa aff 
|1938-42 }1943-47]1948-52 |1953-57 | 1958-62 |1963-67 | 1968-72 

N. Carolina 95.8 91.3 93.1 91.7 94.4 91.7 88.4 88 .4 85.1 88.4 88.7 
S. Carolina 96.8 92.9 93.5 93.9 95.6 92.4 87.9 87.6 85.3 87.9 88.1 
Georgia 96.8 95.2 95.4 95.1 95.8 91 OG 87.7 86.8 85.3 89.2 88.0 
Florida 95sec 95.7 95.37 95.2 92.5 90.0 88.5 86.1 85.8 90.4 88 .3 
Alabama 97.0 96.9 96.1 95.7 96.3 92.7 90.4 90.2 89.7 88.1 89.5 
Mississippi 97,2 96.2 96.5 95.2 95.5 94.4 90.8 89.6 90.7 89.4 89.9 
Tennessee 96.2 93.9 94.8 95.9 96.5 94.2 2142 91.6 92.0 89.0 91.5 
Missouri 93.2 90.1 91.4 93 .6 94.1 92.4 92.1 91.4 93.5 88.5 92.2 
Arkansas 96.4 93.9 93 .8 94.6 94.2 92.2 Si.a 90.0 92.0 88.8 911 
Louisiana 96.6 96.2 97.0 94.4 94.9 94.4 92.5 91.6 S2cc 90.3 90.4 
Oklahoma 93.7 90 .6. 93.8 90.7 92.3 90.7 89.0 91.5 83.4 88.4 91.6 
Texas 95.5 94.3 94.9 93.0 94.8 92.4 88.5 91.7 84.8 86.9 92.5 
New Mexico 98.3 97.6 97.4 Wace! 98.7 96.7 93.9 95.1 93 .8 90.9 96.7 
Arizona 77.3 93 .4 96.3 96.2 96.5 92.7 93 .8 96.0 93.7 90.4 96 .6 
California 98 .3 96.9 94.8 94.3 97.8 94.1 94.8 96.2 96.6 94.3 96.1 

U. S. 96.2 94.6 94.9 94.3 Soe0 S3'eL 90.8 91.6 89.9 89.1 92.2 


ay, Computed by weighting the quantity in each grade by the 1937-39 average price per pound for such 
grade of 15/16" staple. Converted to an index on basis Middling White equals 100. For 1958 and 
subsequent years, constants for Plus, Light Spotted and Light Gray set at mid-points between full 
grade weights. 

- Preliminary. 
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Table 15. Cotton: Average staple length in thirty-seconds inches, by states, United States 
5-year averages, 1938-72 and by seasons, 1970-1973 1/ 





ear averag 
we _feoxhsowfeea)vospeeabeofeen 

N. Carolina 82.6 S20 B30 32.8 33.6 34.2 S39 34.3 34.7 34.8 
S. Carolina Seno S266 Sts 32.9 ea BSc 34.5 34.1 SA ei, 34.7 34.8 
Georgia Br. S20 32.6 Beri, S Sie SSec S351 Sos 33/69 S60 34.1 
Florida Sie. Ber, Boo 32.9 S20 33.0 Soi So.3 34.0 Seng 34.0 
Alabama “Oey Sic B20 Sire BSS 3362 B33 51/ 330 34.1 Sone, 35.0 
Mississippi 34.2 Sav 34.0 S37 33.0 34.1 34.6 34.4 34.9 34.4 34.4 
Tennessee Seo S2ZieD Boel SS ie 33/66 33/8 33.9 S60 34.2 SS 4s 337.6 
Missouri Bc oi Boece Begs, S975 33.48 34.0 34.4 34.0 34.9 34.0 34.1 
Arkansas Saou Soler, Sone S30 33.8 34.1 34.5 34.2 35.0 34.2 34.3 
Louisiana 32.8 B2ee 337.8 BS) 33756 33/8 34.3 34.1 34.6 34.1 34.2 
Oklahoma 29.8 29.0 aoe 29/5 30.8 80°55 S155 31.4 Sire So Selret, 
Texas 29.7 29.7 30.0 30.6 Sie 30.8 31.6 31.4 Shed Suhel Sis 
New Mexico 34.2 34.4 34.2 34.6 Sle 35.8 Saye: 35.9 Seif, 35.0 34.9 
Arizona Soo) Seco S3%e 3370 SS eri, 3360 34.2 34.2 34.2 34.1 34.6 
California 34.4 3S ei/, Sco 34.1 34.1 34.5 35.4 S5eS B50 35.4 55.3 

Usa. BAe S 32.0 8260 S260 32.8 32.9 33.6 33.4 S30 Baro Sano 
Ls, Averages calculated on numerical equivalents of the staple length designations; for example, 


29/32" = 29, 
- Preliminary. 
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Table 16. Grade indexes and average staples of carryover, crop and supply of 
upland cotton, 1954-1973 







Grade indexes 1/ Average arenes 2/ 


Year 





Carryover Supply 


1954 95.4 95.6 95.5 S20 Sac Saie3 
1955 95.9 93.2 94.3 Sewe 32.6 32.4 
1956 94.0 96.0 95.0 32.2 32.7 32.4 
1957 91.9 91.7 91.8 32.0 32.6 3250 
1958 91.1 96.7 94.3 31.7 2e2r0 82.3 
1959 95.0 95.8 95.05 31.9 32.8 326D 
1960 O79 95.4 96.2 330 32.9 32.9 
1961 97.6 95.7 96.3 S3.3 3229 33.0 
1962 96.9 93.9 94.9 BSG 32.8 33.0 
1963 95.5 94.6 94.9 32.7 32.7 32.7 
1964 9550 93.2 94.1 32.3 32.8 32.6 
1965 94.8 93.0 93.9 32.4 32.8 32.6 
1966 92.9 92.0 92.6 Baie 33.0 32.4 
1967 93.1 92.8 93 .0 326k 33.4 32.6 
1968 92.6 92.6 92 .6 Seno 339 33.4 
1969 93.2 91.0 91.9 33.8 33.5 33.6 
1970 93.4 91.6 92.2 34.0 33 .4 33 .6 
1971 94.5 89.9 91.2 34.2 33.8 33.9 
1972 90.7 89.2 89.5 33.4 3362 Bole) 
1973% 88.8 922 91.4 S3iec Sos 33/53 


a Middling White equals 100. For 1958 and subsequent years, constants for Plus, 
Light Spotted and Light Gray set at mid-points between full grade weights. 

2/ Expressed in thirty-seconds of an inch. 

* Preliminary. 


